CHAPTER IV
THE WOOLLEN INDUSTRY IN
CAWNPORE AND DHARIWAL
Wool like cotton is a pure fibre as it does not lose in weight
in the process of manufacture. As it is a more valuable
material than cotton and can stand higher transport charges,
the woollen industry develops a tendency towards 'market-
localization'. But on account of climatic reasons the sources
of raw material supply and the markets for the woollen goods
are found to exist together. Woollen garments are a necessity
only in the cold countries or the temperate regions and it is
again in such regions that nature helps certain animals like
sheep to develop excellent fleece to protect them against cold.
On account of climatic reasons, most of the European
countries originally started woollen industries to meet their
own requirements and depended for raw materials upon indi-
genous resources. Later on, when a number of European
powers had acquiredxolonial empires and when commerce had
become world-wide, the woollen industries of these countries
began to supply the overseas markets in less developed or
industrially backward countries. The increased demand of
the home industry for raw materials was met from colonial
and other sources.
Simultaneously with increased demand for raw wool,
new lands were discovered and some of them like Australia
and Argentine proved to be especially suitable for sheep-
breeding. Before the provision of refrigeration and cold
storage on ships, the sheep in the new lands could not be used
for supplying meat to Europe, and therefore the wool yielding
aspect of breeding was stressed more and heavy wool yielding
stocks of sheep were developed. These developments in the
Southern hemisphere helped England and other European
countries to supplement their own supplies with Australian
and colonial wool and their home industries entered the world
markets.
India was one of the overseas markets for the woollen in-
dustry of England. From the climatic point of view, India